
 
Publications  
 
Book  
Melissa Loja, INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS BETWEEN NON-STATE ACTORS AS A SOURCE OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW (Hart, 2022) at bloomsbury.com/uk/international-agreements-betweennonstate-actors-as-a-
source-of-international-law-9781509951109/  
Nominated: American Society of International Law Book Prize (2024) 
Winner: Li Ka Shing Prize (2019) 
 
Journal articles  
Melissa Loja, Recent Engagement with International Human Rights Norms by the Courts of Singapore, Malaysia and
Philippines, 19 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CONSTITUTIONAL LAW I•CON 98-126 (2021) at
doi.org/10.1093/icon/moab006  
Melissa Loja, International Agreements between Non-State Actors as a Source of International Law, 112 American Society
of International Law Proceedings 151-156 (2019) at doi.org/10.1017/amp.2019.9  
Melissa Loja, A Critical Legal Approach to the South China Sea Territorial Dispute, 20  
JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 2 198-216 (2018) at doi.org/10.1163/15718050-20001011  
Melissa Loja, Status Quo Post Bellum and the Legal Resolution of the Territorial Dispute between China and Japan over
the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands, 27 EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 4, 979-1004 (2017) at
doi.org/10.1093/ejil/chw050  
Melissa Loja, Spratly Islands as a Single Unit under International Law: A Commentary on the Award on Jurisdiction and
Admissibility in Philippines/China Arbitration, 47 OCEAN DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL LAW 4, 309-326 (2016)
at doi.org/10.1080/00908320.2016.1229936  
Melissa Loja, Is the Rule of Capture Countenanced in the South China Sea? The Policy and  
Practice of China, the Philippines and Vietnam, 32 JOURNAL OF ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES LAW 4, 483-508
(2015) at dx.doi.org/10.1080/02646811.2014.11435371  
Winner: Willoughby Prize (United Kingdom Energy, Petroleum, Mineral and Natural Resources Law and Policy Education
Trust 
Melissa Loja, Who Owns the Oil that Traverses a Boundary on the Continental Shelf in an Enclosed Sea?, 27 LEIDEN
JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 4, 893-911 (2014) at doi.org/10.1017/S0922156514000405  
James Fry and Melissa Loja, The Roots of Historic Title: Non-Western Pre-Colonial Normative Systems and Legal
Resolution of Territorial Disputes, 27 LEIDEN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 3, 727-754 (2014) at
doi.org/10.1017/S0922156514000284  
Research work in progress  
Melissa Loja, International Law in Philippine Judicial Review: Riding the Cappelletti Waves, forthcoming in Harvard Human
Rights Journal (N Bui and M De Visser (eds), INTERNATIONAL LAW IN ASIAN CONSTITUTIONAL COURTS)  
Melissa Loja, CRITICAL AND COMPARATIVE INTERNATIONAL LAW: CHINA, RUSSIA AND THE UNITED STATES  
Melissa Loja, Between Populism and Exceptionalism: The Law of the Sea Practices of the Philippines, China and the
United States in the South China Sea 
Melissa Loja, General Principles of International Procedural Law in Corruption Cases: A Case Study of Participating
States in the Belt and Road Initiative  
 
Other academic engagements  
Peer Reviewer, European Journal of International Law, Oxford University Press  
Peer Reviewer, International Journal of Constitutional Law, Oxford University Press  
Peer Reviewer, International Journal of Transitional Justice, Oxford University Press  
Peer Reviewer, Asia-Pacific Journal of Human Rights and the Law, Brill-Nijhoff Publishing  
Peer Reviewer, Third World Quarterly, Taylor & Francis  
 
Academic papers in international conferences  
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, Research Conference, University of  
Washington, Seattle, U.S., November 10-12, 2016: Melissa Loja, “Spratly Islands as a Single Unit under International Law”
 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, Annual Conference, Hyatt, Washington D.C., U.S., April 4-7, 2018:
Melissa Loja, “International Agreements between Non-state Actors as a Source of International Law”  
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, Research Conference, University of California – Los Angeles, U.S.,
November 8-10, 2018: Melissa Loja, “Recent Engagement with International Human Rights Norms by the Courts of
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Singapore, Malaysia and the Philippines”  
UNITED NATIONS OFFICE OF DRUGS AND CRIME, Dialogue with the Supreme Court on the Proposed Judicial Rules
on Anti-Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism Financing Cases, Cebu City, May 3-5 2023: Dr. Melissa Loja, “Application of
International Law on Terrorism in Domestic Cases”  
 
Research awards  
2018 Li Ka Shing Prize for Best PhD Thesis, University of Hong Kong  
2014 Willoughby Prize for best article published in Journal of Energy and Natural Resources Law, United Kingdom
Energy, Petroleum, Mineral and Natural Resources Law and Policy Education Trust  
 
Employment  
Postdoctoral Fellow, Centre for European and Comparative Legal Studies, Faculty of Law, University of Copenhagen,
Denmark, November 2023 to present  
Constitutional Law and International Law Consultant, Office of Chief Justice Alexander Gesmundo, Philippine Supreme
Court, 2019 to 2023  
Vice-Chair and Professorial Lecturer, International Law and Maritime Law, Philippine Judicial Academy, 2022 to 2023  
Consultant (International Law and International Energy Law), Philippine Energy Secretary as co-Vice Chair, Philippine-
China Intergovernmental Joint Steering Committee on Cooperation on Oil and Gas Development, Philippines, 2020 to
2022  
Consultant (International Law and Maritime Security), Office of the President, National Coast Watch Council, Philippines,
2020 to 2022  
Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for International Law, National University of Singapore, 2017 to 2019  
Court Attorney, Philippine Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, 1999 to 2011  
 
Education  
Doctor of Philosophy, University of Hong Kong, HKSAR, 2019  
Master of Laws, Faculty of Law, University of Hong Kong, HKSAR, 2012  
Bachelor of Laws, Xavier University, Philippines, 1995  
Bachelor of Arts, University of the Philippines, Diliman, Philippines, 1987  
 
Public service  
Resource Person, Committee on Foreign Relation, Senate of the Philippines, Public Hearing on the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement, April 2023  
Resource Person, Committee on Foreign Relation, Senate of the Philippines, Public Hearing on the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement, March 2023  
Resource Person (online), Committee on Economic Affairs, Senate of the Philippines, Online Technical Working Group on
the Bill Proposing the Creation of a Philippine Rise Development Authority, March 2022.  
Resource Person (online), Committee on Foreign Relations, House of Representatives of the Philippines, Public Hearing
and Technical Working Group on the Bill Declaring the Philippine Maritime Zones and Archipelagic Sea Lanes, May 2021  
Informal Resource Person on selected issues, Singapore Embassy, U.S. Embassy and Norwegian Embassy  
Contributor of editorial opinions on various issues relating to international law at https://opinion.inquirer.net/byline/melissa-
loja  
 
 


