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A world without standards

Source: Standard Norge / SIS



European 
stakeholders

Who is developing the standards?

Representatives from companies, authorities, 
consumer organisations, NGOs, universities, 
etc. develop the standards. The work is open 
to everyone via the National Standardization 
Body.
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The companies are calling for a 
standardized framework for sustainability 



The European framework



CSRD -
Corporate
Sustainability
Reporting Directive
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European Sustainability 
Reporting Standards 2,  
General Disclosures. AR 2.

The undertaking may disclose whether it relies on 

any European standards approved by the 

European Standardization System (ISO and IEC or 

CEN and CENELEC standards), as well as the 

extent to which data and processes that are 

used for sustainability reporting purposes have 

been verified by an external assurance provider 

and found to conform to the corresponding ISO 

and IEC or CEN and CENELEC standard.
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Challenges

Requirements for documentation in the value chain

Companies not directly covered by the CSRD may

be affected due to requirements in their value chain

Ressource demanding



The Ecodesign Directive and

ESPR – Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation



Standards are voluntary, until
someone makes them binding

Standards can become binding in two ways:

• An agreement between two parties

• National or European law (acts and directives)



What is a harmonised standard?

REGULATION (EU) No 1025/2012 defines a harmonised standard as:

‘harmonised standard’ means a European standard adopted on the basis of a request made by the 
Commission for the application of Union harmonisation legislation



International and European initiatives

ISO TC 323 Circular Economy

CEN/CLC JTC 24 Digital Product 

Passport

CEN/TC 473 Circular Economy

CEN/CLC JTC10 Energy-related

products – Material Efficiency

Aspects for Ecodesign

National 
mirror

committees



European Committees

CEN/CLC JTC 10

Material efficiency aspects for products 
in scope of Ecodesign legislation

EN4555X-series

• Terminology

• Durability

• Repair, reuse, upgrade

• Remanufacturing

• Recycling

• Communication and dokumentation

• Cirkular design

CEN/TC 473 Circular Economy

• EU Circular Economy Terminology, Framework & 
Principles

• Information Sharing

• Extended Producer Responsibility

• Circular Business Models



DPP

The Digital 

Product Passport
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List of Standards to be delivered by JTC24



78 P-members

22 O-membersISO/TC 323 Circular Economy



ISO/TC 323 standards May 2024



ISO/TC 323 Circular Economy - timeline
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Take aways

• EU Commission has set very ambitious goals for 

sustainable development – can be challenging for 

SME’s

• Many initiatives and standards are developed or 

under development to support a sustainable

development

• Global network: Many European Companies are

depending on a Global value chain – and efficient 

communication

• Challenge: The maturity level of circularity and 

ambition is higher in Europe than in some other parts 

of the world
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