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Compliance as a discipline

Substantive rules
Compliance rules

Compliance processes

Personal information must 
be deleted when it is no 
longer needed

Before initiating processing of personal 
information processes must be in place 
to ensure that the information is 
deleted when it is no longer needed

Automatic deletion of 
information once a year 
unless user mark need for 
longer retention period
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Difference types of rules

Legislative rules
Contractual rules

Non-binding rules
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Compliance regulation as a legal discipline (compliance law) 

Rules in law serving the purpose of ensuring 
compliance with other – substantive – rules in 
law
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Compliance rules as an independent type of rules

Rules on 
sanctions and 
enforcement

Substantive rules

Compliance 
rules

Procedural 
rules
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When are compliance rules used?

Non-compliance with substantive rules causes substantial negative effect 
(harm) 
High frequency of non-compliance

Difficult to enforce the substantive rules

Examples
Financial regulation 

Pharma regulation 

Tech regulation
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The content of compliance law – different types of compliance 
rules

Rules on implementing measures to ensure compliance 
Rules on compliance by design

Rules on internal compliance policies

Rules on documentation

Rules on internal compliance function

Rules on internal education and knowledge sharing

Rules on external audit
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Rules on implementing measures to ensure compliance 

GDPR

DMA
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Rules on compliance by design

GDPR

DSA
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Rules on internal compliance policies

GDPR

AI Act

09-11-2022 10



Rules on documentation 
 

GDPR
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Rules on internal compliance function

GDPR
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Rules on internal compliance function

DSA

DMA
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Rules on internal education and knowledge sharing

GDPR
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Rules on external audit

DSA

AI Act
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The value of perceiving compliance as an independent legal 
discipline (the horizontal approach)

Law makers 
Re-use of existing models

Ensure conformity 

Companies governed by compliance rules

Harmonize processes where possible

Different processes when necessary

Compliance rules as models for internal compliance policies 
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The value of perceiving compliance as an independent legal 
discipline (the horizontal approach)

Research
What types of compliance rules exist?

Are law makers ensuring consistency (coherence)?

Can compliance rules be used as sources for the interpretation of other compliance 

rules (the horizontal sources of law approach) 
Is it possible to establish a more general model for compliance regulation?

Is it possible to identify the most efficient compliance rules (cost-benefit analysis)
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