English summary

The theme of this thesis is honour-related legislation. An "honour-related crime" refers to a
situation where one or more people believe that their honour has been or is at risk of being violated
and therefore commits a crime against the "offender" in an attempt to restore or maintain the lost or
endangered honour.1 This thesis addresses the regulation of three specific provisions in the Criminal
Code, which have been identified as honour-related in the political and public debates. This
category of crimes includes the following apparently neutral provisions: § 245 (a) on banning
female genital mutilation, strl § 260 (2) on forcing someone to entering a marriage and strl § 260 (3)
on forcing someone to covering their face. Within the last few decades, there has been a
development in the Danish legislative initiatives in relation to honour-related crimes. These three
provisions are the result of the criminal regulation of the phenomenon of "honour crimes".
Successive governments have designated the phenomenon to pose a problem area that requires
more attention.2 The reason for this is partly that there has been an increase in the notification of
honor-related matters to the public authorities and partly to individual cases in the media have
helped to make an impression on politicians and the police. For example, the honour killing of the
18-year-old Ghazala Khan, committed by her brother in Slagelse Railway Station, has been one of
the reasons the National Police developed a common strategy in this area and started recording
honour-related cases.3 The politicians' attention in relation to this area is most evident by the fact
that in 2012, 24 million Danish kroners were allocated to prepare and implement a national strategy
in this area and the V-government in 2016 together deposed 250 million Danish kroners for the
control of this area and the area of extremism.4
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Based on the above, the purpose of this dissertation is:
• to provide a comprehensive overview of criminal law on "honour-related crimes".
• contribute to the academic literature on the criminal law, and
• provide a qualified basis for lawmakers, practitioners, etc. so they can decide whether the
legislation on "honour-related crimes" is regulated in an appropriate manner.
Based on the above description of the dissertation topic and purpose the research question is:
What is the legal significance of the provision on "honour-related crimes" in the Criminal Code?
What is the symbolic function of this legislation on “honour-related crimes”? Does the legislation
on "honor-related crimes" involves challenges that can be met with a more appropriate legislation?
Based on the legal analysis of "honour-related crimes" it can be concluded that the legislation is
largely unnecessary. It is unclear both in the legal text and in the preparatory work and there are
efficiency difficulties associated in using it. The legal analysis of the provisions and the analysis of
the legal policy context has shown that the legislation is symbolic. The symbolic function of the
legislation has been intended to foster societal solidarity, but eventually it has ended as a symbol of
superfluous legislation. In view of the above, it can be concluded that the legislation on "honourrelated crimes" can be made more appropriate by considering the challenges from a greater criminal
justice perspective.

